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Guide for Introduction Section 
The role of the Introduction section/chapter is to gain the reader’s interest and to communicate the 
context, scope, quality, importance, and relevance of your work. The guide below offers ideas for 
the logical organization of your Introduction, with some questions as prompts. You do not have to 
answer every question, and the subsections are not subheadings (check past samples and 
university/publication guidelines for the types of subheading expected). The Introduction is often 
written last, so that you already know which key messages need focused reader preparation. The 
length of the Introduction should not exceed 15% of your report. Aim for conciseness rather than a 
full literature review, and note that sometimes a Literature Review, Theoretical Framework, or both 
are expected after the Introduction. If you have any questions or require language or publishing 
support, please email global@edanzgroup.com. 
 

Subsections and questions Common phrases as “frames” for your content 

1. Background information (the 
amount of detail and how 
general you start depend on the 
target audience): 
 
- What is the setting or context 
of your study? 

- What is the general topic? 
- What is the specific topic? 
- What is the general problem 
area?  
- Why is the topic or problem 
important? 
 

- What are the main issues or 
key terms and concepts? 

- What issues/concepts/terms 
may be unfamiliar to the 
reader and need 
definition/explanation?  
- What may be unfamiliar if 
your work is cross-disciplinary 
or in a new area? 
- Is a brief historical 
background needed? 

 

 X is the leading cause of Y in Z 

 X is a common disorder that is characterized by… 

 X is increasingly recognized as… 

 X has recently become… 

 X plays an important role in… 

 X is the most widely used… 

 X is important in… 

 X is central to understanding Y 

 An understanding of X is key to improving Y 

 One of the most significant developments in X is… 

 In recent years, there has been a growing interest in… 

 A major challenge in X is… 

 In the past decade, X has received considerable critical attention 

 X is an increasingly important area in… 

 

 X is concerned with… 

 Central to the understanding of X is… 

 The term X refers to… 

 X is defined as… 

 The main features of X are... 

 Important components of X are… 

 X is fundamental to… 

 X has its roots in… 

2. Current state of the field 
(briefly and critically summarize 
current understanding): 
 
- What is so far known about the 
problem area? 

- What are the key variables 
involved? 
- What solutions have already 
been tried? 
- What are current theories or 
models? 

 A recent study by __ concluded that… 

 Current research on X has focused on… 

 Previous studies have reported… 

 Longitudinal studies involving X that have reported… 

 Recent research suggests that… 

 Several theories have been proposed to explain… 

 A new theory was recently proposed by __ 

 The first model of X was reported by __ 

 __ has demonstrated that… 

 As reported by __,... 

 One of the first examples of X was described by __ 
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- What are the most important 
and relevant studies in the 
field? 

 
- What are the pros and cons 
(strengths and weaknesses/ 
limitations) of past approaches, 
solutions, theories, or models? 
 

 Studies of X show the importance of… 

 Recent research has focused on the effects of X on Y 

 

 Whereas __ found that…, __ found that… 

 Unlike the model described by __, that of __ involves… 

 Among the solutions so far proposed, that of __ has been… 

 The model proposed by __ showed advantages over that 

proposed by __ 

 Despite its advantages, the model proposed by __ has several 

drawbacks/shortcomings/limitations 

 

3. Specific problem or 
knowledge gap: 
 
- How can solutions, theories, or 
models be improved? 

- What new problems do the 
solutions introduce? 
- Why are past solutions, 
theories, or models 
incomplete?  
- Why are past solutions, 
theories, or models wrong or 
partially wrong?  
- Do any past studies need 
reinterpretation? 
- What is still uncertain, 
debatable, or controversial? 

 
- What specifically is not yet 
known, is a challenge, is lacking, 
or has not been researched? 

- What new knowledge is 
needed? 
- What has the literature so far 
ignored? 
- What remaining problems 
are there? 
- What is the next logical 
step/advancement needed? 

 
- Why is it important to solve the 
specific problem or fill the 
specific knowledge gap? 
 

 However, a major problem with X is…  

 There is controversy over whether… 

 X has become a controversial area  

 To date, there has been little agreement on… 

 There is no general agreement about… 

 Questions have recently been raised about… 

 Unfortunately, X lacks… / X has a number of problems  

 There is increasing concern that… 

 This concept has recently been challenged by… 

 X has been the subject of intense debate 

 X has been much disputed among practitioners/researchers 

 Such a solution is unsatisfactory because… 

 The following are limitations of this model:… 

 The current model does not account for / does not address… 

 __ has recently reported contradictory findings about… 

 __ has recently offered an alternative interpretation of… 

 __ reported contradictory findings about… 

 

 Very few / No studies have investigated… 

 Little is known about… 

 There has been very little discussion about… 

 However, little attention has been paid to… 

 Research so far has tended to focus on X rather than Y 

 There is/are no general agreement/s about… 

 A number of questions regarding X remain to be addressed 

 To my/our knowledge, no studies have so far assessed… 

 

 A more efficient model/method/system/approach would allow… 

 By optimizing X, practitioners would be able to… 

 Y would overcome the problems of X, thereby increasing… 

 A deeper understanding of X would enable… 

 It is important to know whether… 

 

4. Research question, 
hypothesis, or new claim related 
to the specific 
problem/knowledge gap: 
 

 This paper contests the claim that… 

 This paper critically examines/discusses… 

 In this paper I argue that… 

 In this paper, I attempt to defend the view that… 
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- What specific aspect of the 
problem or knowledge gap will 
your study focus on (sometimes 
called the Thesis Statement)? 

 - What specific question/s will 
you attempt to answer? 
- What concept/s or 
hypothesis/hypotheses will 
you test? 
- What is a possible solution? 
- What new claim/argument 
are you making?* 
- What new (type of) theory or 
method will you propose?* 
(*These are sometimes placed 
in the next subsection) 
 

- What are the key issues related 
to the specific problem or 
knowledge gap? 

- What are the key variables? 
- What are the alternative 
approaches to the subject? 
- What theoretical frameworks 
are most relevant? 
- What specific 
issues/methods/time periods 
will you focus on and why (and 
which will you not focus on 
and why not)? 

 
- Why is it important to address 
that issue? 

- What is your motivation and 
rationale/justification for the 
study? 
 

 One way to overcome these challenges is to… 

 One way to solve this problem is to… 

 To overcome/address this problem,… 

 A reasonable approach would be to… 

 This study will test the hypothesis that… 

 This study’s hypothesis is that… 

 The central thesis of this paper is that… 

 A method of X will be proposed 

 It is clear that the problem could be addressed/solved by… 

 A promising line of research would be to… 

 This study addresses the research question of… 

 The following questions remain unanswered:… 

 To properly address this question, this study/I/we… 

 Additional studies are needed to understand X more completely 

 This study addresses… / offers an alternative view to… 

 

 Among the factors that may affect X, this study focused on Y 

 This study considered the following variables:… 

 Several variables have been reported to predict… 

 This study analyzed/examined/determined… 

 Of the available methods, X has been shown to… 

 Rather than using X, this study used Y because… 

 Based on the approach described by __, this study… 

 In this paper, I/we explore the possibility of… 

 This study aimed to develop a new technique that improves… 

 The paper presents/proposes a new approach to… 

 The thesis does not cover/ engage with… 

 A full discussion of X lies beyond the scope of this study 

 

 It is hoped that the results from this study will be useful for… 

 The main reason for this study was… 

 The motivation/inspiration for this study came from… 

 This project was conceived during… 

5. Main aim/approach of your 
study to answer the research 
question, solve the problem, fill 
the knowledge gap, or create 
new knowledge: 
 
- What was the aim of your 
study (sometimes called the 
Purpose Statement)? 
 
- What was main approach or 
study design used and why? 
- What/Who was main source/s 
of information/data used? 
 

 The purpose/aim/goal/objective of this study was/is to… 

 This study aimed/aims to… 

 In this study, I/we aimed/aim to… 

 Here,… 

 This study proposes… 

 This paper/thesis intends to examine/assess/define/clarify… 

 The major objective of this study was to investigate… 

 This study set out to assess the effect of X on Y 

 

 The study draws/drew on the past models of… 

 The study uses/used a X approach because… 

 This study was exploratory and interpretative…  

 Both qualitative and quantitative methods were used 

 The data for this study were collected using… 
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- Are there any special 
definitions or conditions in your 
study? 
 

 Throughout this thesis, the term X will be used to refer to 

 In this article, the acronym/abbreviation XYZ will be used 

 This study uses the definitions of X as proposed by __ 

6.  Preview of the results and 
contents (only in some 
disciplines): 
 
- What was your main or overall 
finding/answer/outcome? 
 
- What was your contribution to 
new knowledge, practice, and 
policy? 
 
- How is the report structured? 
 

 This study found that… 

 By using the proposed method, I/we succeeded to… 

 This study offers/highlights/confirms… 

 This study will show/argue/demonstrate that... 

 This study provides a solution to… 

 The main achievements can be summarized as follows:… 

 

 The findings/method will enable… 

 This study will advance the understanding of… 

 The findings will make an important contribution to… 

 This study offers important insights into… 

 This study sheds light on… 

 This thesis documents several key contributions… 

 

 This paper has been divided into five parts 

 The remainder of the paper is organized as follows:… 

 Chapter 2 begins by… 

 Chapter 3 presents/describes/examines… 

 
Notes:  
1. If a full Literature Review section/chapter is needed after the Introduction, subsections 1 to 5 will be 

very brief in the Introduction and expanded in the Literature Review (which includes an explanation 
and justification of the theoretical framework). Be sure to present a balanced, objective critical 
review, not to rely on too many old or review articles (prefer primary research articles), and to clarify 
whether your analysis of the literature is systematic (all-inclusive search) or selective, and decide the 
logical pattern you will use (eg, chronological, by theme, pros/cons, by geography, by strength of 
evidence, by method type). Remember to cite and reference well. 
 

2. If both Literature Review and Theoretical Framework sections/chapters are needed as context for 
your study, the Literature Review will be based on subsections 1, 2, and 3, and the Theoretical 
Framework will be based on subsections 4 and 5. 
 

3. Tenses: When referring to past work in a historical context, use the past tense, and when discussing 
facts that are universal truths, use the present tense. For experimental and observational work, the 
aims are usually in the past tense, but for theoretical/modeling/argumentative papers, the aims are 
usually in the present or future tense. When discussing implications or the contents of the study, use 
present or future tense.  

 
 
Useful sources: 
http://www.kfs.edu.eg/com/pdf/2082015294739.pdf 
 
https://www.ref-n-write.com/trial/research-paper-sample-writing-introduction-section-academic-
phrasebank-vocabulary/ 
 
http://awelu.srv.lu.se/the-writing-process/drafting/focus-on-vocabulary/academic-phrase-bank/ 
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